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INFO AMEMBASSY CARACAS 

USSOUTHCOM 

AMCONSUL BARRANQUILLA 

AMCONSUL CALI 

AMCONSUL MEDELLIN 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 12622 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, EAIR, PINS, PFOR, PGOV, ECON, CO 
SUB J : THE WEEK IN COLOMBIA 

1 . SUMMARY: THE SPECIAL GOC MILITARY EXAMINER COMPLETED HIS 
INVESTIGATION OF THE LOCKHEED SCANDAL, RECOMMENDING CHARGES 
AGINST SEVERAL FORMER OFFICERS. FINANCE MINISTER BOTERO 
RESIGNED AND WILL BE REPLACED BY ABDON ESPINOSA VALDERRAMA. 

ESPINOSA HELD THE SAME POSITION UNDER FORMER PRESIDENT CARLOS 
LLERAS RESTREPO FROM 1966 TO 1970. THE POLICE HAVE ARRESTED 
ADDITIONAL MEMBERS OF A SUSPECTED TERRORIST CELL FOLLOWING 

AN UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT TO FIRE BOMB A SEARS STORE. END SUMMARY. 

2. GOC INVESTIGATION OF THE LOCKHEED SCANDAL. THE ARMED 
FORCES SPECIAL EXAMINIGN MAGISTRATE, VICE ADMIRAL EDUARDO 
MELENDEZ, HAS FINISHED HIS INVESTIGATION OF THE COLOMBIAN 
LOCKHEED SCANDAL AND HAS RECOMMENDED CRIMINAL CHARGES BE INITIATED 
AGAINST TWO FORMER COMMANDERS OF THE COLOMBIAN AIR FORCE, 

GENERAL FEDERICO RINCON PUENTES AND GENERAL JOSE RAMON CALDERON 
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MOLANO, AND AGAINST COL. JUVAL GOMEZ OSPINA, FORMER AIR FORCE 
DIRECTOR OF AERONAUTICS. ALSO. THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE EXCHANGE 
CONTROL OFFICE MAY INVESTIGATE POSSILBE FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
VIOLATIONS RELATED TO THE LOCKHEED ARRAIR BY FORMER MINISTER 
OF JUSTICE, SAMUEL HOYOS ARANGO. ACCORDING TO MELENDEZ, 
CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN LOCAL LOCKHEED AGENTS AND THE JOME OFFICE 
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IN 1973 AND 1974, AND TESTIMONY RECEIVED BY THE INVESTIGATIVE 
BODY DURING THE TEN MONTH INVESTIGATION, REVEALED THAT LOCAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OF LOCKHEED ALLEGEDLY WROTE THE HOME OFFICE 
REQUESTING $298,000 TO ASSIST IN SELLING AIRPLANES TO THE COLOMBIAN 
AIR FORCE. THE U.S. HAD SUPPLIED THE "LOCKHEED LETTERS" 

TO THE MILITARY INVESTIGATIVE PANEL. THE ALLEGED BRIBES NOW 
UNDER INVESTIGATION DID NOT OCCUR IN 1967 WHEN THE THREE 
LOCKHEED HERCULES AIRPLANES WERE SOLD TO THE COLOMBIAND AIR 
FORCE. THE MONEY SUPPOSEDLY CHANGED HANDS IN 1974. WHEN 
REPAIRS AND SPARE PARTS WERE NEEDED FOR THESE PLANES (BOGOTA 12560). 

3. FINANCE MINISTER BOTERO RESIGNS. MINISTER OF FINANCE 
RODRIGO BOTERO HAS PRESENTED HIS RESIGNATION TO PRESIDENT LOPEZ. 
BOTERO WILL BE REPLACED BY ABDON ESPINOSA, WHO HELD THE FINANCE 
PORTFOLIO DURING THE PRESIDENCY OF CARLOS LLERAS. THE 
APPOINTMENT OF ESPINOSA IS LIKELY TO REPRESENT A CHANGE IN 
STYLE MORE THAN IN SUBSTANCE. BOTERO WAS OFTEN CRITIZED FOR 

HIS INACCESSIBILITY AND HIS UNWILLINGNESS TO ESTABLISH OR MAINTAIN 
EFFECTIVE LINES OF COMMUNICATION WITH THE BANKING AND BUSINESS 
COMMUNITIES. ESPINOSA IS KNOWN TO BE MORE TACTFUL. HE IS 
HIGHLY REGARDED AS AN ECONOMIC PLANNER. IN HIS LETTER OF 
RESIGNATION. BOTERO CITED SEVERAL OF HIS ECONOMIC INITIATIVES. 

HE MENTIONED THAT THE TIME WAS RIGHT FOR HIM TO STEP DOWN 
SINCE HE HAS BECOME A POLITICAL LIABILITY FOT THE PRESIDENT. 

HE SAID THAT HE WOULD BE RETURNING TO PRIVATE LIFE (BOGOTA 
12505). IN A LENGTHY REPLY. PRESIDENT LOPEZ REVIEWED THE 
ACCOMPLISHENTS OF HIS ADMISTRATION EMPHASIZING SUCCESSES 
IN THE ECONOMIC AREA. HE NOTED THAT BOTERO WOULD BE ESPECIALLY 
REMEMBERED FOR HIS TAX REFORM MEASURES. 
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4. TERRORISTS ARRESTED. DURING THE WEEK COLOMBIAN POLICE 
CLAIMED TO HAVE ARRESTED SEVERAL MEMBERS OF A TERRORIST 
CELL CENTERED IN JORGE TADEO LOZANO UNIVERSITY IN BOGOTA. 

THE ARRESTS CAME IN THE AFTERMATH OF AN ATTEMPT BY THREE 
STUDENTS TO PLACE INCENDIARY DEVICES IN SEARS STORE ON DEC 16 
(BOGOTA 12469). ACCORDING TO THE POLICE, THE ARRESTED STUDENTS 
HAVE ADMITTED BELONGING T A RECENTLY FORMED 30-MEMBER CELL 
OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT. WHICH IS POSSIBLY AFFILIATED 
WITH THE TERRORIST NATIONAL LIBERATION ARMY (EPL). THE POLICE 
ALSO ANNOUNCED THE DISCOVERY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PRINTING 
MACHINES ALLEGDLY USED TO PRINT PROPAGANDA FOR A NUMBER OF 
SUBVERSIVE GROUPS IN BOGOTA. 

SANCHEZ 
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